
-Hebrews Chapter 1- 

Overview of Hebrews: 

• Audience: Primarily Jewish Christians facing persecution and temptation to revert to Judaism. 

• Purpose: To demonstrate the supremacy of Christ over all aspects of the Old Covenant (angels, 

Moses, priesthood, sacrifices). 

• Theme: Christ is superior; therefore, persevere in faith. 

 

Hebrews 1:1–4 — The Supremacy of God’s Son 

“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets at different times and in different ways. In these last 

days, he has spoken to us by his Son. God has appointed him heir of all things and made the universe through 

him. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of his nature, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. So he 

became superior to the angels, just as the name he inherited is more excellent than theirs.” 

 

Greek Word Studies: 

• “Spoke” (ἐλάλησεν – elalēsen): Aorist active indicative of laleō, emphasizing completed action. 

God hasdefinitively spoken. 

• “Radiance” (ἀπαύγασμα – apaugasma): “Effulgence” or brightness; used only here in the NT. 

Christ is the visible outshining of God’s glory. 

• “Exact expression” (χαρακτὴρ – charaktēr): Stamp or engraving; Christ is the exact imprint of 

God's nature (hypostasis). 

• “Sustaining” (φέρων – pherōn): Present active participle; continuous action—Christ continually 

upholds the universe. 

• “Purification” (καθαρισμὸν – katharismon): Root of katharizō, meaning cleansing from sin—

language tied to OT temple practices. 

 



Theological Themes: 

• Finality of Revelation: God’s progressive revelation culminates in Jesus (cf. John 1:1–18). 

• Christ’s Divinity: He is not just a messenger; He is God’s ultimate Word. 

• Christ's Work: Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Ruler. 

• Session: "Sat down" indicates finished work of atonement and authority (cf. Psalm 110:1). 

 

Historical & Cultural Background: 

• The Jewish audience revered angels and prophets. This passage opens with a clear contrast: Jesus is 

superior to both. 

• Sitting at God’s right hand symbolizes authority and honor—a royal image rooted in Psalm 110, often 

used messianically. 

 

Application: 

• Modern Christians: We often seek signs or fresh revelations, but God's full revelation is in Christ—

know Him through the Word. 

• Confidence in Christ’s sufficiency: His work on the cross is complete. We rest in His ongoing power 

and authority. 

 

Hebrews 1:5–14 — Christ Superior to Angels 

Verses 5–6:  

“For to which of the angels did he ever say, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father,” (Psalm 2:7) 

or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? (2 Samuel 7:14) 

Again, when he brings his firstborn into the world, he says, And let all God’s angels worship him. 

(Deuteronomy 32:43)” 

 



Greek and OT References: 

• “Firstborn” (πρωτότοκον – prōtotokon): Not about time but status—inheritance and supremacy (cf. 

Colossians 1:15). 

• Psalm 2:7 – Messianic Psalm declaring divine sonship. 

• 2 Samuel 7:14 – Davidic covenant pointing to the Messiah. 

• Deut. 32:43 (LXX) – Adds angelic worship of the Messiah; not present in the Masoretic Text. 

 

Theological Insight: 

• Angels are created beings; the Son is begotten, divine, and eternal. 

• The Messiah is to be worshiped—a divine prerogative. 

 

Verses 7–9: 

“And about the angels he says: 

He makes his angels winds, and his servants a fiery flame, (Psalm 104:4) but to the Son: 

Your throne, God, is forever and ever, and the scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of justice. You have loved 

righteousness and hated lawlessness; this is why God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy beyond 

your companions. (Psalm 45:6–7)” 

 

Greek Highlights: 

• “Throne” (θρόνος – thronos): A king’s authority; here applied to the Son. 

• “Anointed” (ἔχρισέν – echrisen): Root of “Christ” (χριστός – christos); the Messiah is God's 

appointed King. 

 

 



Theological Note: 

• Psalm 45 speaks of a divine King. The author of Hebrews attributes these divine characteristics to 

Jesus. 

• Angels serve; the Son reigns. 

 

Verses 10–12: 

“In the beginning, Lord, you established the earth, and the heavens are the works of your hands; they will 

perish, but you remain. They will all wear out like clothing; you will roll them up like a cloak, and they will be 

changed like clothing. But you are the same, and your years will never end. (Psalm 102:25–27)” 

 

Greek Words: 

• “Remain” (διαμένεις – diameneis): Continuous existence; Jesus is unchanging and eternal. 

• “You are the same” (σὺ δὲ ὁ αὐτός – su de ho autos): Exact Greek phrase shows immutability. 

 

Theological Truth: 

• Christ is the eternal Creator, contrasted with the temporary nature of creation. 

• Jesus is immutable—He never changes (cf. Hebrews 13:8). 

 

Verses 13–14: 

“Now to which of the angels has he ever said: 

Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies your footstool? (Psalm 110:1) 

Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve those who are going to inherit salvation?” 

 



Greek Notes: 

• “Ministering spirits” (λειτουργικὰ πνεύματα – leitourgika pneumata): Angelic beings serving 

God’s purposes, especially toward believers. 

• “Inherit” (κληρονομεῖν – klēronomein): Ongoing reception of salvation—already begun, not yet 

completed. 

 

Cultural Context: 

• Psalm 110:1 was the most quoted OT verse in the NT. 

• In Jewish thought, angels were mediators of the law (cf. Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19), making Christ’s 

superiority essential to establish. 

 

Group Discussion Questions: 

1. Why is it significant that God’s final revelation is through His Son? 

2. How does knowing Christ sustains the universe affect your trust in Him? 

3. What do you think it means that Jesus is “the radiance of God’s glory”? 

4. How can understanding Christ’s superiority to angels help in standing firm in the faith? 

5. How should Christ’s immutability shape our response to cultural change and uncertainty? 

 

-Application for Today’s Christian- 

• Confidence in Christ: He is the final and full revelation of God—no other source of spiritual 

authority compares. 

• Worship Jesus: Angels worship Him—we should too, in reverence and obedience. 

• Trust His Power: Jesus is not just Savior but also Sustainer; we can rest in His strength daily. 

• Stand Firm: Knowing Christ’s superiority strengthens our resolve when we’re tempted to 

compromise. 
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